
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
On October 16, 2014, leaders of Action of Greater Lansing 
(AGL) conducted one of the best and most spirited Public Meetings -
 ever  - in Lansing!  The entire audience of nearly 500 persons 
repeatedly declared loud and clear that we are not a mere flame -
We are a fire!    

The Nehemiah Public meeting is considered a demonstration of 
"faith in action" and is centered around grass-root, person-led 
efforts to increase the peace and justice foundations in our 
communities.  It unites faith-based groups from all across the 
Greater Lansing area in efforts to improve specialty health care 
services for children, increase availability of "green" and healthy 
homes in our area, oversee our politicians' commitment to 
economic justice and fair wages, increase public accessibility options 
for people with disabilities and/or physical challenges, expand 
opportunities for education for the underserved and 
disenfranchised, uphold justice for immigrants in our 
neighborhoods, and strengthen our community's capacity to thrive. 

 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH: EQUITY & ACCESS (CHEA) 
CHEA congratulated Michigan State University and Sparrow 
Hospital for their progress on a joint pediatric sub-specialty 
facility accessible to low income families in the Lansing area. 
 

THE DAVIES PROJECT FOR MID-MICHIGAN CHILDREN 
The Davies Project is spearheading collaboration across the 
community to provide non-medical support to local families 
facing serious, long-term health challenges with a child. Its 
first goal, before tackling others, is to provide free rides to 
sub-specialty doctor's appointments for the families that need 
them.  Did you know that 70% of the children who use our 
sub-specialty clinics rely on Medicaid—and are missing 60% of 
their outpatient appointments??  We can change this!   
 
Right now, The Davies Project is training their first group of 
volunteers—and will be driving their first patients within a few 
weeks!  Please, if you are interested in volunteering, contact 
The Davies Project.  Likewise, if you belong to a faith or civic 
group that might like to sponsor a small part of what they do—

invite them to give a presentation! Together, our community 
can be part of the healthcare solution! 

 
 
 

MICHIGAN POWER TO THRIVE 
Ingham County Health Department and Action of Greater Lansing 
leaders announced the campaign to pursue "Health in All Policies" 
for adoption in Ingham County: "We want policies to also reflect 
the advancement of healthy communities.  That is why Action of 
Greater Lansing, the Ingham County Health Department, and 
Gamaliel of Michigan have partnered with eight public Health 
Departments across the state and are pushing for a "health in all 
policies" ordinance for our local municipalities and ultimately, our 
state government" said Linda Vail, Ingham County Health Officer.  
Organizers say that to sustain a healthy community, we must 
introspectively look at what it is going to take to provide a good 
education - starting at birth; to provide healthy food choices in 
sufficiency; and to uphold jobs that provide a livable wage such that 
all may afford decent housing, clothing and childcare. A healthy 
community meets the basic needs of all its members by establishing 
a quality and sustainable environment, offering adequate levels of 
economic and social development, insisting on both health and 
social equity, and perpetuating social relationships that are 
supportive and respectful of all its citizens.  Thanks to Action's 
participation in this partnership, Lansing is on its way! 

 

GREEN AND HEALTHY HOMES INITIATIVE 
Action leaders announced the coming to Lansing of the "Green and 

Healthy Homes Initiative" (GHHI).   GHHI Lansing is a public/private 
partnership, working to break the link between unhealthy housing 
and unhealthy people (both children and adults).  It uses a whole-
house approach, combining resources to inspect and repair homes 
in an effort to reduce asthma triggers, lead exposure, safety risks 
and energy use. 
 

GHHI serves low to moderate-income Lansing residents.  There is 
no cost to participants (Yes, it is FREE!).    Action organizer Glenn 
Ashley secured commitments from GHHI that all work done by 
GHHI Lansing will employ residents of Lansing, especially those of 
low income where possible. They also publicly committed to always 
pay a living wage;  to make training accessible (and thus help lift 
people up to potential employment level with GHHI), and to work 

“I have the audacity to believe that people everywhere can have three 
meals a day for their bodies, education and culture of their minds, and 
dignity, equality, and freedom for their spirits. I believe that what self-
centered men have torn down, men other-centered can build up”  

– Dr Martin Luther King Jr. 
. 

FAITH-BASED COMMUNITY 

ORGANIZING 

Nearly 500 people were in attendance!  

Special thanks to Sparrow and MSU for partnering on 
 behalf of our children 



 
together to create healthier homes, healthier communities and 
healthier families. 

 
CIVIL RIGHTS FOR IMMIGRANTS 
In July, the CRI taskforce was strongly called upon from our 
community to address the anti-Central and South American 
sentiment that was being displayed in our city. So Action did what it 
knows best: We took ACTION and organized a press conference that 
called on our elected officials to pass a resolution to declare Lansing 
a "welcoming city"!  Within weeks, Greater Lansing and Ingham 
County became the first to declare themselves a "Welcoming 
City/County".  At our Nehemiah Public Meeting, Lansing City Council 
president A'Lynne Boles announced that a Ad Hoc committee has 
been created to address immigrant issues in the City of Lansing, 
extending into the next term (and thus committing future City 
Councils to this work).   Fellow City Council Members Jessica Yorko 
and Carol Wood were also present, demonstrating their support. 

 
CRI leaders also introduced Dr. Oscar Castaneda, a long-time 
professor at Michigan State University, where he helped developed 
the GPS systems that we all use on a daily basis.  Suddenly, after 
nearly a generation, both he and his family are facing deportation as 
the government refused to renew their visas.  CRI is coordinating a 
postcard and petition campaign in support of a waiver for Dr. Oscar 
Castaneda and his family. Please help spread the word, and direct 
people to sign the petition on the ActionOfGreaterLansing.org 
website. 

 

HOUSING EQUITY TASK FORCE 
Thank You to the Lansing Fire Department and the Code 
Compliance Office for the structural changes which have brought 
them together, working to increase property owner accountability 
for "Red Tagged" houses. Due to this joint effort, there has been a 

reduction in the number of long-term "Red Tagged" houses of 70%, 
and a decrease in the average length of time that those houses are 

in "Red Tag status" by 70%.   GREAT WORK! 

EDUCATION TASK FORCE/MYLANSING 
Lansing has become a model city for the "MY BROTHERS KEEPER" 
program, thanks to the leadership of Action member One Love 
Global, who has built a coalition of 105 partners that work together 
towards creating a more equitable Lansing for young women and 
men of color. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY CAUCUS 
The mission of the Accessibility Caucus of Action is to increase 
accessibility and inclusion of people with disabilities in the 
community through community organizing.  For the past 2 years, 
they have been learning how to do effective organizing, and several 
members have gone through Gamaliel's national week-long training. 

"Our members surveyed their local stores and found that seating in 
the front, back and especially in the middle of the stores would help 
tremendously," said Barb Valliere, Chair of the Accessibility Caucus.  
"Adding seating to large stores like Meijer not only helps people 
with disabilities but seniors and parents with children.  So we 
started to organize.  Now, Meijer stores are putting benches in the 
middle of new and renovated stores".  Another community "win", 
thanks to our dedicated Action members! 

 
NEW MEMBERS JOIN ACTION! 
We are happy to announce that Action of Greater Lansing is 
growing. Please welcome our newest members: Pax Christi 
Michigan, Lansing Church of the Brethren, Faith Fellowship Baptist 
Church, One Love Global and the Labor Council for Latin American 
Advancement (LCLAA). All of these wonderful groups publically 
committed to work for faith, justice and equality for the Greater 
Lansing area.  

 

As all of our Action Members have asserted: 

 

We’re not a flame... 

                    WE’RE A FIRE!! 

A'Lynne Boles reads the City declaration instituting  the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Immigrant Issues. 

Commissioning of new members 

Some of our community supporters 

http://www.actionofgreaterlansing.org/

